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OUR HISTORY
Our parish history can be traced back to 1855, 
when the first holy Mass was offered in Osseo 
in the home of Peter Bottineau. The following 
year, a log cabin church was constructed and 

the parish began as the Church of St. Louis, 
the first Catholic church built in Hennepin 

County west of the Mississippi River. Near the 
end of the Civil War, 
parishioners put up 
a new building and 
renamed the parish 

St. Vincent de Paul. 
As decades passed, 
the growing parish 

required more space. 
The Osseo red brick 

church was built 
in 1921, with a capacity of 420.  St. Vincent 

de Paul School opened in September 1952. 
The need for space arose again in 1988, and 

the current facility was built with a seating 
capacity of 1,400. The education center was 

completed in 1998, expanded in 2002, and the 
rectory was constructed in 2005. The programs 

and facilities we enjoy today are due to the 
generosity and dedication of so many faithful 

parishioners through the years.  

“And I am sure of this, that he who began 
a good work in you will bring it to 

completion at the day of Jesus Christ.

PHILIPPIANS 1:6

(over)

The rich history of St. Vincent de Paul includes a tradition of 
responsible planning for future generations.  Over the past 
few years, leadership has examined the needs facing our faith 

community to ensure we are positioned to keep pace with our growing 
challenges.  In 2015 the parish purchased nine acres, to ensure expanded 
possibilities for future ministries and growth.  The purchase gains 
permeable space on combined properties to enable improvements to 
our current facility, which is now our focus. After careful prayer and 
deliberation, we are eager to move forward to create an improved and 
welcoming campus to better serve parishioners and visitors. Our master 
plan includes a short-term and long-term focus aimed at addressing 
parish and educational needs. We look to opportunities that will 
advance our mission – To Know our Catholic Faith – To Love God and 
our Neighbor – To Serve as Disciples of Jesus Christ. 



OUR REQUEST
The next step in our planning process is to gather your thoughts 

on these proposed projects and their priority. We value your 
opinions and graciously ask that you participate in a parish-

wide campaign survey. As a member of St. Vincent de Paul 
Catholic Church this is where you worship and grow in faith. You 

have helped create who we are and who we hope to be. 
We ask that you continue to help shape our future by sharing 

your thoughts on our plans for our faith community.

Reduce the parish debt and fund major updates | $1,200,000 
When dealing with parish finances, it is important that we continue to 
remain fiscally responsible.  We have two outstanding loans totaling $2.1 
million. The education center expansion mortgage carries a balance of 
$579,000. The remaining debt is associated with the nine acres of property 
purchased in 2015. Paying debt stabilizes finances and allows us to better 
support our ministries. Additionally, as facilities age, maintenance projects 
become necessary, such as the roof, HVAC units, flooring, fire control 
equipment and security systems. Our plan is to retire the $579,000 
mortgage debt now. This saves on interest and improves cash flow to apply 
toward growing repairs and replacements in the near term.  The additional 
$620,000 raised would be used to cover assessments on the new land as well 
as fund future maintenance projects.   

Redesign the church front | $1,500,000 
The front of the church will be enhanced to become the focal point of our 
facility and provide a better identity for the Church of St. Vincent de Paul. 
The renovation will improve the connection between the church and school 
and open the gathering space for fellowship opportunities. The revitalization 
of the space includes making the entrance inviting with functional meeting 
and family-friendly rooms. 

Improve parking and traffic flow | $700,000
The parking lot has reached its capacity and accessing and navigating it is 
challenging. The development of the land around our facility brings the 
possibility of a new road to the east of our lot. This provides an opportunity 
to redesign the parking lot to improve access. A new design will include 
improved landscaping and welcoming signage and entries to our campus.

Revitalize and enhance our worship space | $1,800,000
Our sanctuary is the core of who we are, where we gather and where we 
pray. Built in 1988, it is nearly 30-years-old and showing its age. Renovations 
are designed to rejuvenate its appearance, offering a prayerful, beautiful, 
functional and welcoming environment to worship and celebrate. 
Improved features include adding color, texture and permanent artwork. 
Reconfiguring the pews to create a center aisle is being considered, while 
additional audio, visual and lighting improvements promise to enhance the 
worship experience.

Additional multipurpose rooms for all ages | $800,000
Parish center meeting rooms are overbooked, and often we cannot 
accommodate requests for meeting areas. Additional meeting space is 
needed to provide all ages with opportunities to grow in faith and service. 
A nursery will be added to serve the youngest members of our faith family. 
Space also will be added for youth programs, where they can gather in 
a casual setting. With preschool numbers expected to rise, additional 
classrooms are included, along with a music rehearsal room and designated 
ministry meeting areas.

Relocate and expand the chapel | $950,000
We are blessed to have perpetual adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 
which utilizes our chapel around the clock. The chapel provides additional 
seating for the main church and is used for daily Mass. Relocating it to the 
west side increases its size so we may accommodate weddings and funeral 
in a more intimate setting. The architecture will create a prayerful, beautiful 
and warm environment - both inside and out. This new location will offer 
direct access to parking and feature a security-coded entrance. Moving the 
chapel opens the existing space into the gathering space, connects the West 
entrance to the Main entrance, and creates additional areas for fellowship 
and community interaction.

ESTIMATED PROJECT TOTAL: $6,950,000


